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Abstract:

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and blessings and peace be
upon the master of the messengers, his family, and companions. To
proceed: The scholars of Islamic Sharia have had numerous stances,
recorded in history and passed down through generations. Among what has
reached us after more than four hundred years is a manuscript of a juristic
letter that compiles the opinions of the Hanafi scholars regarding the issue
of the imam ordering fasting to ward off calamities.

The topic of the "Tawriya Letter" is the evidence provided by its author, the
scholar Ali al-Tawri (may Allah have mercy on him), in support of the
fatwa requested from him by the governor of Egypt, Hafiz Ahmad Pasha al-
Khadim, at the beginning of the Y‘th century of the Prophet's migration
(Hijra), when the Nile River failed to rise and flow.

The importance of this letter lies in its addressing an important aspect of the
trials and tribulations that people face in their lives. It brings together the
ruler and the ruled, both confronting a calamity and hardship together, and
reveals the validity of what the imam commands in the field of Sharia
rulings, provided it has a basis in Islamic law.

The issue in the letter lies in whether such fatwas can be applied in our
time, given the trials faced by both Islamic and non-Islamic countries. |
have traced what is mentioned in the books of the Hanafi school in
particular, as well as the general opinions of the Maliki, Shafi'i, and Hanbali
scholars on this issue. | relied on an inductive analytical approach, in
addition to the methodology of manuscript verification. One of the key
findings I arrived at is that such commands, which involve no disobedience
to Allah Almighty, are obligatory for those capable among the accountable
individuals.
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