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Legal Responsibility Arising from the
Promotion and Abuse of Narcotics and

Psychotropic Substances

Dr.Aseel Abd Al-Ameer Abd Ali
Assistant Professor at the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research

ABSTRACT

The spread of drugs and psychotropic substances in re-
cent times is considered one of the common problems
in developing and developed societies alike. It is also
considered one of the most dangerous afflictions of the
times ¢« which has religious ¢ health ¢ social and psycho-
logical effects on members of society ¢« which requires
concerted efforts to confront and punish and limit them.
Hence ¢ attention came to it not only locally ¢« but also
internationally

The situation that Iraq witnessed during 2003 and the
accompanying dangerous security chaos ¢ the absence
of government control ¢ the failure of the security ser-
vices to carry out inspection tasks at border passes ¢ the
failure of the anti-drug agencies to carry out the duties
entrusted to it ¢ as well as the dwindling of control and
prevention efforts ¢ all these factors paved the way for
the scourge of narcotics and psychotropic substances¢
with all their ugliness ¢ to affect Iraqi society.

This situation has led to the diversion and spread of nar-
cotics and psychotropic substances and their trade in the
local and international markets ¢« and consequently their
arrival to drug users and addicts by virtue of the social¢
economic or psychological conditions that surround
them in light of reducing the punishment for them.

In the Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Law No.
50 of 2017 « the Iraqi legislator followed the tabular
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system method in determining the narcotic substances
that the law criminalizes dealing with in violation of the
law ¢ and did not set a minimum limit for the quantity of
narcotic substance ¢ as the crime is committed no matter
how small the amount of the narcotic substance as long
as it has a tangible material that could be estimated ¢ so
it would have been more appropriate for the Iraqi legis-
lator to increase the value of the fine stipulated in Arti-
cle (32) of the above drug law in order to be a deterrent
to drug users.
KEY WORDS: narcotics,abuse , psychotropic substances.
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