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Nature’s Terminology in Nahj al-Balagha: A Study in Light of Semantic Fields Theory

Dr. Meathaq Ali Abdulzahra

Al-Saimari Directorate of Education in Basra

Meathaq79@gmail.com

Abstract

Studying the semantic fields of a text and exploring its semantic lexicon helps the reader to
envision the vision of the creator, the world in which he lives, and the prevailing culture in it, and
understand his orientations, opinions, and positions, and for this reason many researchers have taken

it as a field for application to some texts as they constitute a basic pillar in the study of meaning.

Through the study of semantic fields in the texts of Nahj al-Balaghah, the research seeks to shed
light on one of the concepts of the semantic lexicon in Nahj al-Balaghah, which is the concept
of nature, in order to come up with a clear cut of the ideas that the upper experience entails in an

attempt to discover this living experience.
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The research concluded that Imam Ali, peace
be upon him, used inanimate words of nature
such as air, water, sky, earth and its belongings,
and words of living nature such as animal and
plant expressions, taking advantage of the hints
he carried in the mind of the recipient to express
his philosophy about life and the world. And his
majesty, the greatness of his creation, and the
greatness of his making. The Imam employed
the words of nature in a wonderful artistic way,
so the whole speech was charged with beautiful
metaphors on the sweetest face and the finest
expression and the most accurate meaning and

the best expression.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balaghah, semantic fields,

natural expressions, rigid nature, living nature
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