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Content analysis of middle school social studies books according
to preventive education concepts and proposals for their inclusion
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Abstract

The current study aims to (Analyze the Content of Social Studies
Textbooks in the Intermediate Stage According to the Concepts of
Preventive Education and Suggestions for their Inclusion).
The researcher has constructed the questions of the current study as
follows:
1- How much do you know about preventive education concepts?
2— to what extent does the content of the social studies textbooks for
the intermediate stage includes preventive education concepts.
3- Do you have a clear idea of the preventive education concepts in the
content of the social studies books for the intermediate stage?
4- Make suggestions to include preventive education concepts in the
content of the social studies books for the intermediate stage?
To achieve the research objective, the researcher has adopted the
descriptive research method. The research population consisted of the
social studies textbooks for the intermediate stage which are taught in
the academic year (2023-2024 AD), including the first grade book, 5"
edition (2023), the second grade, 4™ edition (2023), and the third grade,
2" edition (2023). The researcher excluded (the introduction, index, and
questions) for these three books, and thus the total number of analyzed
pages was (380) pages.

The researcher relied on (the idea) as a unit of analysis. The unit of

analysis was determined in all the content included in the social studies
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textbooks. The researcher chose the research sample which s
represented by the content of the social studies textbooks in the
intermediate stage, which are taught for the academic year (2023-2024
AD).

The researcher used the questionnaire as an analysis tool, which
consisted of (5) main areas and (40) sub-paragraphs after reviewing
the literature and presenting it to some experts and specialists in the
field of teaching methods in order to express their opinions and
observations on it.

Moreover, the researcher used Cooper's equation to extract the stability
of the analysis, and she also used the hypothetical mean to extract the
percentage of the cut-off used to extract the results. The researcher
extracted the validity of the tool through the percentage and chi-square.
The researcher has reached the following analysis results:

1- The social studies textbook for the first intermediate stage achieved
one concept and did not achieve four concepts.

2- The social studies textbook for the second intermediate stage
achieved one concept and did not achieve four concepts.

3- The social studies textbook for the third intermediate stage achieved
three concepts and did not achieve two concepts.

In light of the current research results, the researcher concludes
the following:

1- The materials of the social studies textbooks for the intermediate
stage did not reflect in their content the concepts of preventive
education and the number of their inclusion was (467) repetitions and a
percentage of (100%).

2—- The availability of preventive education concepts in the topics that
the research sample dealt with was varied.

3- There is a lack of interest among a number of social studies

teachers in these concepts in addition to their lack of knowledge of
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them, as the researcher concluded through her question about the
research problem for these concepts.

4- The lack of consideration by the authors of the curricula and
textbooks of social studies materials to include the concepts of
preventive education in the social studies books for the intermediate
stage.

In light of the research results, the researcher recommends the
following:

1- Giving attention to all concepts of preventive education in balanced
proportions and including them in social studies curricula and textbooks,
taking into account the ages and levels of students and the importance
of the subject.

2— Preparing lists of all concepts of preventive education to include
them in the different educational stages.

3- Balancing the distribution of preventive education concepts in social
studies books and not focusing on some concepts over others.

4- The inclusion of preventive education concepts in the content of
social studies books should take into account balance, sequence and
comprehensiveness from one stage to another and in the same class.

In light of the research results, the researcher suggests the
following:

1- Conducting more studies and analytical research on the social
studies curriculum in the different educational stages.

2—- Conducting more research and studies to determine the extent to
which the rest of the social studies textbooks are included in the
different educational stages.

3— Conducting research to determine the extent to which social studies
teachers have knowledge of preventive education concepts.

Keywords: studies books according.
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