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Abstract:

The spread of unemployment in Iraq over the past decade, as
official unemployment rates have witnessed a continuous rise, reaching
14.2 percent in 2021. The lack of jobs led to popular protests, including
mass anti-state demonstrations in October 2019, and this continues to
cause social unrest in the country. Demographic pressures exacerbate
the challenges facing the authorities, and thus the increase in the
population of Iraq from 41.1 million currently to 51.2 million in 2030
according to the expectations of the Ministry of Planning in Iraq, which
creates an additional scarcity of jobs. On the other hand, competition for
employment increases due to the presence of foreign labor, especially
after the radical transformations that occurred as a result of the change
in the political system after 2003 in the country, which witnessed a
change in the ruling system and the transformation of its centrally
planned (totalitarian) economy into a market (free) economy that
facilitated the process of recruiting foreign labor as a result of its
openness to the outside world and thus its reflection on the security,
economic and social aspects. The real number of foreign workers in
Iraq is unclear. However, the latest statistics provided by the
Parliamentary Labor and Social Affairs Committee in March showed that
there are 1.5 million foreign workers in the country, including illegal
workers, so it is necessary to move towards following plans and policies

to regulate this phenomenon and reduce its risks.
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