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Abstract

The phenomenon of foreign labor coming to Iraqi society has
become a phenomenon accompanying the state of economic
development that the country is going through, especially after the
transformations that occurred as a result of the change of the political
system in Iraq in 2003 and the accompanying phase of openness on all
levels "economic, political and social'. The influx of foreign labor to Iraq
in general is due to the presence of economic resources such as oil and
the resulting economic abundance that formed a center of attraction for
labor from rich and poor countries, in addition to the democratic and
civilizational transformation in its comprehensive sense in Iraq and its
direction towards development, as we notice recently that the wheel of
development has moved quickly, which has moved with it the

recruitment of large numbers of labor that have become essential sites
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in the existing development patterns in society at a time when members
of the original society suffer from unemployment that has reached high

levels.

The importance of the research lies in the fact that it sheds light on
one of the phenomena that has emerged and increased in Iraqi society,
especially in the Iraqi labor market, which is the phenomenon of the
increase in foreign labor coming to Iraq and the effects of its spread on
economic variables and society. The problem of the research was
represented in the increase in unemployment rates in Iraq resulting from
several reasons, including the increase in the volume of foreign labor
coming to Iragi society to work in lraq, which affects the lack of
opportunities that Iraqi workers can obtain and its impact on economic
activity. The hypothesis of the research was that foreign labor has
effects, whether positive or negative, on many macroeconomic variables,
since Iraq still has a group of economic factors that attract foreign labor
despite all the circumstances it is going through. The process of
economic development in Iraq after 2003 imposed the use of foreign
labor for various purposes. The most important conclusions reached by
the research were that foreign labor has taken over the majority of job
opportunities available in Iraq, especially after the openness it withessed
after 2003 and employers’ use of them greatly for their high capabilities
and skills, in addition to their low wages. In addition to the cash
transfers of foreign workers, which occupy a large percentage of hard
currencies and pose a major economic risk to the lIragi national
economy, as these transfers lead to the flight of hard currency and the

depletion of the country's financial resources. The most important
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recommendations were that the demand for foreign workers be a
complement to national workers and that recruitment focus on qualified
and skilled workers under specific conditions and raise the fees and
costs of their recruitment. This requires providing trained and qualified
Iragi cadres by creating sufficient numbers of trained and qualified
national human energies through human capital to meet Iraq's current

and future needs, in addition to encouraging work in the private sector.

Keywords: Iragi labor market, Foreign workers, Iragi economy,

Economic development.
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