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Summary:

The continental shelf issues between neighboring or opposing states have
had a significant impact on relations between them, due to their aspiration to benefit
from the natural resources located within their territorial waters, which has created a
state of tension in relations between states to dispute over their dependent areas.
The problem of the continental shelf between Libya and Malta was one of those
issues that caused tension in relations between them, and international institutions
intervened to solve it.

Relations between the two countries developed clearly, after the overthrow
of the monarchy in 1969, and the new regime tried to remove the countries of the
region from the influence of major countries, Libya provided various assistance to
Malta until 1980, but those relations witnessed by the beginning of the Eighties of
the twentieth century, a clear tension, after the emergence of the problem of the
continental shelf between the two countries, and in 1982, after the ratification of the
agreement concluded between the two states in 1976, one of the articles of which

provided for The problem was referred to the International Court of justice in The
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Hague, and the latter began its proceedings, and within a period of three years, the
court reached the final decision in 1985.

The research deals with the study of this problem through six axes, the first
Axis Focused on the definition of the continental shelf, its concept and its laws, while
the second axis dealt with the historical communication between the two countries
before 1980, while the third axis focused on the details of the problem, the fourth
axis highlighted the intervention of the UN Security Council to solve the problem, up
to the fifth axis, which followed the referral of the case to the International Court of
justice and ways to solve it until its decision on the problem in 1985, while the Sixth
Axis traced the impact of that problem on bilateral relations between the two

countries during the study period



