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Abstract
This study examined the impact of expatriate labor on the Iraqgi economy
after 2003, highlighting the factors that led to the increased reliance on
this labor in various productive and service sectors. The results showed
that the economic transformation from a centralized system to a market
economy, in addition to openness to global markets, contributed to the
increase in the rate of expatriate labor, especially in light of the deficit
resulting from the migration of Iraqi competencies after 2003.
The study monitored the increase in the number of expatriate labor, as it
reached 16.9% of the total labor force in 2003, and rose to 23.6% the
following year, before witnessing fluctuations in subsequent years to
reach 11.3% in 2019. The expatriate labor was distributed significantly
in the sectors of education (45.5%), industry (23.2%), hotels (12.9%),
health (11.3%), and agriculture (1.0%), while companies contracting
with the public sector accounted for 98.8% of this labor.
The study also addressed the positive effects of expatriate labor, such
as providing skilled labor in the medical and engineering sectors,
bridging gaps in the labor market, and contributing to the stability of
operating costs, which was positively reflected in local production and
foreign trade. However, the results showed the existence of economic
and social challenges, such as high unemployment rates among lIraqis,

the impact of foreign remittances on economic growth, and the spread
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of irregular labor, which led to pressures on the state's general budget
and a threat to economic and social security.
The study concluded the need to adopt balanced policies to regulate the
recruitment of expatriate labor, while enhancing employment
opportunities for the national workforce, and developing legal
mechanisms that guarantee the protection of the economic and social
rights of expatriate and local workers alike, which contributes to
achieving sustainable development in Iraq.
Keywords: Expatriate labor, Iraqi economy, labor market,
unemployment, remittances, migration, economic policies.
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