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Religious minorities in Jerusalem and the Ottoman Empire’s policy towards

them ((923-943 AH/1516-1536 AD))

HAMZA MOLLAUMEYR
MARDIN ARTUKLU UNIVERSITI

Tiirkiye

Gmail 3hrar0408@gmail.com

Keywords: Islamic history. Jerusalem. Minorities. Ottomans

Summary:

This research deals with the issue of religious minorities in Jerusalem,
the position of the Ottoman Empire towards them during the reign of Sultan
Selim | and his son, Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, and the Ottoman
Empire’s treatment of religious minorities present in the city of Jerusalem
during the period between 1516 and 1536. Jerusalem is considered a holy
city for the three monotheistic religions (Islam, Christianity, and Judaism), and
is famous for its multiculturalism and the diversity of its population.

The research focuses on analyzing the policies and behavior of the
Ottoman Empire towards religious minorities in Jerusalem during the
specified period. The religious, cultural and social practices of different
religious minorities, such as Christians, Jews and other religious groups
present in the city will be studied. Available historical sources and documents
will be reviewed to understand the Ottoman position on religious minorities
at that time, and to analyze the political, social and cultural impacts of those

policies on religious minorities and on life in Jerusalem in general.
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This research was analyzed through two main topics: first, the historical and
political circumstances in which Jerusalem was conquered by the Ottomans,
the Ottomans’ entry into Jerusalem and its repercussions on the internal
situation. We talked about the most important religious minorities in
Jerusalem, and second, the Ottoman Empire’s position on religious minorities
and their policy toward them. We talked about the Covenant of Security
document that Sultan Selim | granted to the Christians, the policy of Sultan
Suleiman the Magnificent towards Jerusalem and religious minorities, and the
services that the Ottoman Empire provided to Jerusalem and its people.

The research aimed to shed light on the historical dealings of the Ottoman
Empire with religious minorities in Jerusalem and to understand the social
and cultural dynamics of that period. The results and analyzes will contribute
to enriching knowledge about the history of Jerusalem and the influence of

the Ottoman Empire on religious diversity in the city.



