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Abstract
The issue of employing foreign workers is of great importance at the
present time due to the increasing need for qualified and efficient foreign
labor to fill the gap in national expertise on the one hand and due to
their low wages and their willingness and ability to work long hours and
in conditions that are almost more difficult than the working conditions
for local workers on the other hand. The issue of employing foreign
workers has received greater attention at all international, regional and
local levels, and Iraq is considered one of the countries in which this
has emerged This is the phenomenon of bringing in and employing
foreign workers at the beginning of the first half of the seventies of the
last century due to the rise in oil prices and the achievement of huge
financial returns that led to a qualitative leap in all areas of life in Iraq,
especially the economic aspect,The increase in the unemployment rate
for many reasons, including population growth, the increase in the
number of graduates with university degrees, their desire for
government appointment and their reluctance to work in the private
sector, has led to the expansion of this phenomenon, which in turn has
had a direct and indirect impact on the Iragi national workforce, and the
accompanying economic, social and security repercussions, which

necessitated the Iraqi legislator to intervene for the purpose of regulating
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the provisions of foreign workers’ employment in Iraq in order to
achieve a balance in benefit. From foreign expertise in all sectors on the
one hand and protecting the national workforce from the risk of
competition on the other hand, and based on this importance, the Iraqi
legislator has allocated special provisions for the employment of foreign
workers in Iraq in the current Labor Law No. 37 of 2015.
In this study, we have adopted the analytical method in presenting the
scientific material to analyze the relevant legal texts contained in the
current Iraqi Labor Law, and the inductive method to extrapolate the
practical reality and the topics it contains of importance for developing
the topic of employing foreign workers in lIraq. For the purpose of
understanding the subject of the legal organization of the work of foreign
workers in lrag, we have addressed it in two sections: The first is the
concept of the foreign worker and the conditions for his employment in
Irag and the obligations of the foreign worker and the employer. The
second section is the rights of the foreign worker working in Iraq and the
penalty for the violation and the effects resulting from the employment of
foreign labor.
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