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Still Life as an Objective Equivalent: A Study of
the Poetry of Abdul Razzaq Al-Rubaie

Kawthar Hamid Sayhoud Muhammad
Prof. Dr. Raeda Mahdi Al-Amri
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Abstract

The research dealt with still life as an objective
equivalent. The éobjective equivalent) is a critical term
that has occupied a large space and its use has become
widespread. The term has a history that goes back to the
(Anglo-American) school of criticism, the most prominent
pioneer of which was gEliot), whose critical theory is
considered the basis for forming the objective equivalent.
The term imposed itself on the modern Arab critical arena,

which prompted many to study it more broadly. It means

what the creator employs of events, topics, and facts,
without resorting to direct report to convey feelings to the
recipient, thus becoming a means of expressing conscience
in art.

This study dealt with the concept of the objective
equivalent in language and terminology and its application
to modern poetry in the poetry of Abdul Razzaq Al-
Rubaie, as the writer does not express his opinions
directly; rather he creates a literary work in its artistic
components. Since the nature of poetry consists of the
interaction of the self and the other, it became clear that
the poet resorts to employing the objective equivalent in
his writings and poems to express various issues (political,
social, religious) that he cannot state directly for fear of
many things, so he uses (an objective equivalent) that he
addressed by employing the words of silent nature. The
poet employed it to express that in a smooth and attractive
style. He turned to nature in most of his poems, using it
as a means to address his concerns and problems. A poet
does not resort to objective equivalents out of nowhere;
rather, there are motives and factors that drive him to do
so. The most important influential factors that drive him to
employ objective equivalents are social, psychologlcal and

rehglous influence. Among his poems is "The Descendants °

of Cain." Keywords: objective equivalent, still life, self and
other.
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