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The Islamic Image in the Poetry of Al-Kumait ibn
Zayd al-Asadi: The Hashemites as a Model

Prof Dr. Saleh Muhammad Hasan Ardini

College of Basic Education/University of Mosul
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Abstract

The Islamic image embodies the poet Al-Kumait ibn Zayd al-
Asadi's stance toward the Prophet's Household (peace be upon
them). It reveals his poetic ability to represent the nature of their
Islamic personalities, related to their religious duties, represented
by the performance of religious obligations and worship, and their
defence of faith, principles, and supreme values as bearers of this
message. This image also demonstrates the extent of his love for
the Prophet's Household and defence of them. The impact of this
is evident in his treatment of the Prophet's family, just as the
Holy Qur'an treats the believer with his pure religious qualities.
Therefore, the image embodies a set of values and ideals that
constitute a sublime model. This is why we call it the "[slamic
image." For example, when he praised the Umayyads, he did
not praise them for those religious qualities, but rather for their
worldly attributes.

The Islamic image is not limited to a single aspect of the praised
personality, which relies on the mechanism of implementing Islamic
rulings and teachings. Rather, it extends to images surrounded by

an aura of sanctity. This is because the status of the Prophet's family °

is an extension and confirmation of the approach of the Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon him and his family), and Imam Ali
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ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him). Therefore, al-Kumait found in
his stance a defence of religion and the interests of Islamic society.
Al-Kumait's Hashimiyyat are among the most important poems
of the Umayyad era. They are also significant to the poet, as
they represent the first manifestation of artistic innovation in the
construction of Arabic poetry. Al-Kumait preceded Abbasid poets
in renewing the openings of poems, calling for abandoning the
past and opening poems with love for the Prophet's family (peace
be upon them).

The imagery we are about to explore revolves within the circle
of Islamic understanding, as it constitutes its primary source. It
connects to the most refined and purest of emotions, in addition to
enriching the poet's self with its spiritual richness and intellectual
provisions. For us, the image is unique; it is neither artistic, nor
sensory, nor visual, but rather a "spiritual image," which addresses
meaning and subject matter using artistic tools.
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