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Abstract

The study addressed the topic of the role of digital influencers in
public opinion making in the digital space and social media from the
perspective of the academic media elite working in government
universities. The researcher also tried to identify the role of digital
influencers in the credibility and reliability of the news and information
published on social mediac and whether they are a reliable source of
information from the point of view of the sample members« what are the
challenges and risks associated with the spread of digital influencers and
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their impact on public opinion making on social media< do digital
influencers have personal goals and interests that they seek to achieve at
the expense of the public interest< and to find out the answer to these
questions« the researcher distributed the questionnaire form personally to
the members of the research sample« in order to collect and analyze the
data after arbitration« it was distributed to a sample consisting of (40)
university professors from practitioners of the teaching profession in Iraqi
government universitiesc and this research is one of the descriptive
researches that depend on the survey method:« and the study reached a set
of results« the most important of which are

1- There is a statistically significant relationship between (digital
influencers) and (public opinion making) according to the answers of the
research sample in the researched universities.

There is a significant effect by digital influencers on public opinion
making.2-

3- The results confirmed in light of the answers of the sample members
that digital influencers may have hidden agendas or invisible influences
on public opinion.

4- Most of the opinions of the sample agreed that some digital influencers
use the power of influence they possess to obtain personal goals.

5- The sample members agreed that digital influencers are not a reliable
source of information.

Keywords: digital influencers¢ public opinion¢ role< academic media

elite« social media sites
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