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Abstract

Producing offspring is the primary purpose of marriage in
Mesopotamian society, as the presence of children constituted the
continuity of the family name and its entity, in addition to the fact that
children were a guarantee for the parents that there would be someone
to care for them in their old age and perform religious rituals for their
souls after their death. For these reasons, families who were deprived
of the blessing of offspring compensated for their deprivation by
adopting children, and the widespread spread of adoption in
Mesopotamia, especially during the ancient Babylonian era, explains the
presence of many laws regulating the adoption relationship in the Code
of Eshnunna and the Code of Hammurabi .Adoption in Mesopotamia
was a legal system that meant creating a relationship of filiation
between the child and the adoptive parents, a relationship that was
documented in a legal contract that regulated the nature of the
relationship between the two parties and specified the rights and duties
of each of them towards the other. Under that legal relationship, the
child often obtained all rights and duties. natural son; The child obtained
the lineage of the adopter, was transferred to his social class, and
inherited it after his death.
key words: adoption, adoptee, law, Iraqi, old.
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