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Abstract

The phenomenon of foreign labor is an economic and social
phenomenon prevalent in many countries, as it is an option that
employers resort to to meet their needs for labor. However, the
increased reliance on labor has raised several issues, the most
prominent of which is its impact on unemployment rates among young
people. Foreign labor contributes significantly to increasing
unemployment rates among young people in Iraq, and experts indicate
that the majority of these workers work illegally, which reduces the job
opportunities available to young Iraqgis. The Iraqi government has begun
to realize the seriousness of this situation and is working to regulate the
labor market to reduce reliance on foreign labor, especially in light of the
presence of more than one million foreign workers in the country. Young
people are the group most affected by this phenomenon, as they face
increasing difficulty in entering the labor market due to the fierce
competition with foreign labor, which usually accepts to work for lower
wages on the one hand and less strict working conditions on the other
hand. In addition, the weakness of skills and qualifications among some
young people increases the gap between them and those brought in,
which leads to the exacerbation of unemployment problems and the
decline in economic participation rates for this important group in

society.
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