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Abstract:

Iraq has witnessed the recruitment of foreign labor throughout
history for various economic and developmental reasons. Foreign
workers have played a significant role in strengthening key sectors such
as oil, construction, agriculture, and services. The roots of this
phenomenon date back to different historical periods, driven by the need
for specialized expertise, cheap labor, and filling gaps in the local labor

market.

The presence of foreign labor has significantly impacted Iraqi society
and economy. While it contributed to infrastructure development and
economic growth, it also raised challenges related to employment
opportunities, social stability, and pressure on public services.
Additionally, it has influenced the cultural fabric of Iraqi society due to

continuous interaction between foreign workers and local populations.

On the other hand, Iragi governments have attempted to regulate
foreign labor recruitment through policies aimed at balancing its benefits
with protecting job opportunities for citizens. However, the success of
these policies has varied over the decades. The debate continues
regarding the effects of foreign labor and the need to develop
sustainable policies that serve both economic and social interests in the

country.
Keywords: Foreign labor, Iraqi economy, development, employment
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