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The Atlas of Disability and its People:
Islamic Religious Perceptions and Visions

Noujdi Saadia
Affiliation foundation: Ibn Tofail University/ Morocco

ABSTRACT: Allah says: “Allah already knows
those among you who keep back (men) from fighting
in Allah’s Cause, and those who say to their brethren
“Come here towards us,” while they (themselves) come
not to the battle except a little”. So, let’s objectively
discuss a very global and sensitive issue that has capti-
vated philosophers, thinkers, politicians, and clerics in
all places and times, past and present, namely, the issue
of disability.

An issue that we seek, in an anthropo-historical ap-
proach, to encompass all its various dimensions, forms,
and images, and to review the abnormal perceptions and
attitudes that its people were subjected to, and how so-
cieties poisoned their lives and bodies over many cen-
turies. In parallel, we monitor the religious visions of
disability and the handicapped in the monotheistic and
positivist religions, especially the Islamic religion, and
how this religion in the Qur’an and Sunnah and its juris-
prudence addresses the problem of disability, and cor-
rects the wrong path of all humanity towards its affil-
iates, without forgetting to address the most important
principles and approaches that it established to ensure
and preserve their rights, and that from the point of view
of the interaction between Islam and the social organi-
zation and cultural system of the Muslim community.
From this standpoint, we seek to shed a new scientific
and cognitive light on this issue by answering some key
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questions: What is the position of religions on the is-
sue of disability? Are religions an effective means that
were able, through their teachings, to help people with
disabilities? Did the message of Islam carry a different
vision for people with disabilities? Is there an Islamic
religious philosophy that directed the disabled person to
live his true mission on earth? Is caring for people with
disabilities an obligation of sufficiency or an in kind in
Islam? What are the curricula and principles enacted by
Sharia to care for this group and integrate them into so-
ciety throughout Islamic eras? Has history immortalized
examples of this category that were able to serve the di-
vine Islamic message? Is there divine wisdom in creat-
ing a class like this?

KEYWORDS: disability in history, disability in reli-
gious visions, attitudes.
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