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Abstract

This research aims to illustrate the importance of inbound tourist
spending and its impact on the economies of tourist-receiving countries,
with a particular focus on its effect on the average per capita Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) in Iraq during the period from 2004 to 2020.
The study explores how this indicator has fluctuated due to various
factors such as political and security instability, economic crises, and the
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic that have harmed both the global
and lIraqi economies. A descriptive analytical method was adopted to
examine the reality of the relationship between tourist spending and the
average individual income, revealing fluctuations in the results due to
the specified influencing factors. The findings indicate that tourist
spending has the potential to enhance the per capita GDP in lIraq;
however, the resultant impacts vary greatly due to political and security
disturbances. The stabilization of these factors is essential for achieving
sustainable economic benefits from tourism. It is also crucial for the
Iragi government to focus on improving the tourism infrastructure and
security in tourist areas, as well as implementing international
promotional strategies to enhance Irag's image as a tourist destination.
Keywords:Tourist spending, average per capita GDP indicator, the
relationship between tourist spending and the evolution of average
individual income in Iraq.
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