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The Difference Between Freedom of Opinion and Con-
tempt For Religions, a Comparative Study

Dr. Bilal Faleh Sihoud
Writer and researcher in the constitution, economy and energy / Iraqi

Ministry of Oil

ABSTRACT

Iraq has witnessed a great development in the field of freedom of opinion
due to the change of the ruling regime in Iraq after 2003 from a repres-
sive dictatorial regime based on one party, the Arab Socialist Baath Par-
ty, which prohibits religious gatherings, including the Arbaeen of Imam
Hussein, to a federal democratic parliamentary system that guarantees
freedom of opinion stipulated in the constitution issued in 2005, it also
guaranteed the establishment of religious rites for all sects and religions
in Iraq.

It also witnessed great freedom, especially mourning rituals in Ashu-
ra and visiting imams, in addition to the emergence of social media that
made expressing opinion very easy and available to anyone, anywhere
and anytime, which made it difficult to control the rhythm of expressing
opinion. Just as freedom of expression is a basic human right as stated in
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights the international
constitutions, including the Iraqi one, as well as laws and regulations that
guarantee freedom of opinion.

The space is small between freedom of expression in religions and sects
and contempt of religions, in most Iraqi and international laws and regu-
lations, including regional ones such as Egypt, Algeria and Lebanon, and
therefore the citizen must understand that simple space that may expose
him to legal accountability.

In the research, freedom of opinion in the Islamic religion was addressed,
and some verses of the Holy Quran were mentioned indicating that, and
international laws such as Human Rights Regulations were clarified, and
the Iraqi and Arab laws were explained, then a statement was made of
what is contempt for religions and what are the penalties for it by com-
paring the Iraqi legislation with the Arab laws, and here the Egyptian,
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Algerian and Lebanese laws were mentioned. Then the state-
ment of legal qualification in the event that the case of contempt
of religions was filed, but the accusation was not proven, and
therefore the defendant has the right to file a lawsuit against the
plaintiff with insult and malicious lawsuit, and we also showed
an example of what was mentioned in the space between free-
dom of opinion and contempt for religion as in the incident of
Basim Al Karbalai.

KEYWORDS: Freedom of opinion, contempt for religion,
Iraq, a comparative study
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