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The representation and its argumentative dimensions in the Holy

Qur’an - A study of form and function

Asst. Lect Sahar Ahmed Radhi
College of Basic Education/ University of Thi Qar
Abstract
The idea of argumentation is that it is a rhetorical activity and an
intellectual practice that the speaker relies on to influence the recipient

in order to convince him or change his belief or behavior. The
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argumentative representation proves a claim and corrects a meaning
based on rhetorical means and techniques, and considered one of these
techniques adopted to influence and persuasion. Our paper research
entitled (Representation and its argumentative dimensions in the Holy
Quran - A study in form and function) shed light on the subject,
because it considered one of mechanism of rhetorical argumentation in
speech. The importance of the study lies in the fact that the paper is
studying, on the one hand, the convening power of representation
resulted from its material (the source from which the image of the
argumentative representation is derived), because the convening power
is derived from the practical life of the recipients, their living activities
and their daily behavior, as well as from the abstract aspects of their
life, represented by the cultural, ideological and symbolic field, and its
structure on the other hand. Since the argumentative representation is
an image, the convening power consists of two parts: one of them is
expressed (explicit) or uttered by the speaker, the second not expressed
(i.e. implicit) part is hidden. The last part motivates the recipient to
search and discover it. The first explicit meaning comes from the
representative formulation method, whereas the second implicit meaning
results from explicit meaning. Creating it by the recipient, the
representation has completed its components, filled its gaps, and
performed its argumentative function. The source selected from the
representation material increased the argumentative strength. The paper
relied on the texts of Quran as they are the most truthful source that
depicted and represented people’s life in their various sensory, cultural,
doctrinal, and symbolic fields. For studying the research, the author has
used the descriptive analytical method.

Keywords: Argumentation, argumentative representation, persuading

convincing, argument, proverb, structure.
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