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Abstract

Local governments in Iraq face multiple and complex political, social and economic challenges
that affect their stability and the level of achieving development and providing services to citizens.
The most important of these challenges are constitutional and legal challenges, including the over-
lapping of powers between the local authority and the regions, which leads to a defect in the imple-
mentation of decisions. The economic and social obstacles are represented by administrative and
financial corruption, lack of transparency, and weak planning and project management. To get rid
of these obstacles and confront them, it is necessary to adopt comprehensive strategies aimed at
strengthening the financial, administrative and institutional capabilities of local authorities, in addi-
tion to enhancing transparency, combating corruption, enhancing cooperation between community
.groups, and encouraging community participation to overcome the obstacles of local governments
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