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Strategic Israeli Perception of the War on Gaza (Destroying the Strip
to Advance the Ben Gurion Project)

Dr. Ageel Hamdan Abbas Al-Rubaie

Center for Arab and International Studies
Abstract :

This research delves deeply into Israel's strategic perception of the
Gaza Strip as a pivotal element in the regional conflict, transcending the
military dimension to reveal intertwined threads of economic and
geopolitical interests. It highlights Gaza as a small geographical area with
significant influence, serving as a gateway between Asia and Africa and a
center of Palestinian resistance, consistently positioning it at the heart of
Israeli calculations The study focuses on the Ben Gurion Canal Project, an
enduring Israeli ambition aimed at creating a strategic alternative to the
Suez Canal, positioning Gaza as a significant obstacle to the realization of
this project. The research suggests that Israel's war on Gaza extends beyond
mere security or retaliatory objectives, encompassing an effort to reshape
the geopolitical map by asserting control over Gaza, thereby paving the
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way for this grand initiative The research further reveals how Israel's
expansionist policies intersect with efforts to displace Palestinians and
depopulate the Gaza Strip, facilitated by international support that grants
Israel operational latitude. Despite these pressures, Gaza, with its
geography and history, stands as a living testament to the resilience of its
people. Confronting one of the most formidable military forces with the
simplest of means, the people of Gaza continually reshape the equation,
reaffirming that resistance is not merely a military act, but the enduring
spirit of an unyielding population.

Keywords: Perception, Strategic Perception, Gaza, War on Gaza, Al-Agsa
Flood, Ben Gurion Project, Israeli Ambitions.
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