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Abstract
Gender refers to a set of roles and relationships with a social
composition, attributes, attitudes, behaviors, values, balances of
power, and the ability to influence that society attributes to the
two sexes on a differential basis. Gender is an acquired identity
that is learned and changes over time and varies widely within and
across cultures. Gender does not simply refer to male and female,
but to the relationship between them. The root of the word gender
in the English language, is of Latin origin (genus) and means the

type, male or female. As for the term: it is a non-fixed term that is ¢

used in a constantly changing manner, but it refers in its general
content: to the social and cultural aspects of sexual difference. The
subject of gender identity is one of the most important subjects
in contemporary literature, and contemporary poets have focused
and cared for this very important subject. Each of them shed light
on this subject from his own view. The female poets Nazik Al-
Malaikah, Suad Al-Sabah and Nabila Al-Khatib are among those
poets who have a special obsession with the issue of gender
identity. The prevailing issues around the female gender in society
prompted female poets to address this issue, until gender identity
became one of the foundations of their poetry. The research relied
on the descriptive-analytical approach, and the main evidence for
the selection of female poets is the emphasis of Nazik Al-Malaika,
Suad Al-Sabah and Nabila Al-Khatib on breaking the stereotypes
that constitute women and girls since their birth in society, because
they negate the ability, talent and ambition. The research concluded
that gender identity and gender roles are flexible concepts, and this
means that the gender roles and responsibilities of an individual
change throughout his life cycle. However, we see that society and
some books portray women with specific stereotypical roles and
make their role confined to the house, as a housewife, who does not
leave it except for a little.

Keywords: gender identity, culture and traditions, Nazik Al- %

Malaikah, Suad Al-Sabah, Nabila Al-Khatib.
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