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Meghreb neighboring countries between the geopoltics
of foreign policies and the challenges of building the
great Meghreb

ABID EL HLIMI, Doctorate in Public Law and Political Studies,
Sidi Mohammed Ben Abdellah University, Morocco.
ABSTRACT :

This study addresses the challenges facing Meghreb neighboring
countries in building the Greater Meghreb within a regional environ-
ment characterized by different features and characteristics. It exa-
mines the main challenges that hinder the aspirations of the Meghreb
people in terms of integration and regional cooperation, including obs-
tacles that prevent the achievement of Meghreb unity. The study also
discusses the foreign policies of Maghreb countries in a turbulent inter-
national context, employing a methodology that relies on the regional
system as a fourth level of analysis, and considering the geopolitical
perspective in approaching the subject matter. The study reveals that
the selfish ambitions of Maghreb countries to achieve strategic break-
throughs and regional leadership overshadow the common cooperation
in addressing collective challenges in the region. It concludes that the
failure to achieve Maghreb unity is due to complexities associated with
conflicting interests, leading each country to adopt different foreign
policies to protect its own interests. Furthermore, the study highlights
the problems resulting from the aftermath of the Cold War, inherited
border conflicts from Western colonization, and the nature of politi-
cal regimes. Additionally, the study emphasizes that tension in Moroc-
can-Algerian relations has significantly impacted the construction of
the Maghreb Union. Therefore, improving bilateral relations between
the two neighbors is the main gateway to realizing the aspirations of
the Maghreb people in building the Greater Maghreb. However, this
requires political courage from the leaders of both countries and a sin-
cere response to initiatives and calls for resolving bilateral disputes by
establishing a new phase of friendly relations.

KEYWORDS: the Morrocan neighboring countries, the foreign po-
licies, the Greater Morroco.
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I. Books
1- Barry Buzan and Ole Wever, Regions and Powers The
Structure of International Security, Cambridge University
Press, 2003.
2- Said Saddiki, Border walls in a regional context: The
case of Morocco and Algeria, the collective book ‘Borders
and Border Walls: In-Security, Symbolism, Vulnerabilities;,
Routledge, 1st Edition, 2020, p 113.
L. Reports
1- bp, Statistical Review of World Energy 2020 | 69th edi-

tion.
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II. Websites

1- African Union, The Organization of African Unity and
the African Union, accessed on May 4, 2023, at: https://
is.gd/M4MCUj.

2- General Assembly resolution demands end to Rus-
sian offensive in Ukraine, 2 March 2022, at: https://is.g-
d/4UPfOR

3- Global Fire Power, African Military Strength (2023), ac-
cessed on Avr 25, 2023, at: https://is.gd/bQGVEH.

4- Ukraine: General Assembly passes resolution deman-
ding aid access, by large majority, Humanitarian Aid, 24
March 2022, at:https://is.gd/Es075X

5- UN General Assembly votes to suspend Russia from
the Human Rights Council, 7 April 2022, at: https://is.gd/
aZoU9U
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I. les sites

1- Josep Borrell, Haut représentant de 'Union européenne
pour les affaires étrangeres et la politique de sécurité /
Vice-président de la Commission, Les enjeux de la Médi-
terranée occidentale, 27.10.2020,: https://is.gd/S27DQZ
2- Leila Slimani, Kamel Daoud et Sana Ben Achour, ¢ On
voudrait nous faire croire que le Maghreb n'est qu'une uto-
pie ), le monde, 17 octobre 2022, https://is.gd/1J798R

3- Office chérifien des phosphates (OCP), Quest-ce que le
phosphate?, https://is.gd/tQGIhS

4- Royaume du Maroc, Ministere des Affaires Etrangéres
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de la Coopération Africaine et des Marocains Résidant 0
Létranger, Le Royaaume du Maroc préside la 8¢me Confé-
rence Ministérielle du ‘Dialogue 5+5° sur La Migration et

le Développement: https://is.gd/B4B7QG
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