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Cultural Heritage : a Bond of People and a Legacy for
Generations

Fathi bin Zaid/ University of Setif
Mohamed El Amin Dabaghin - Faculty of Law and Political Sci-
ence/ Algeria

ABSTRACT :

Heritage generally means what previous generations left to sub-
sequent generations in various intellectual, religious, historical, lit-
erary, archaeological, architectural, and other fields, in a way that
reflects the nature of life of a society, the behavior of its members,
and their way of living. Therefore, most nations and people have
always sought to preserve it, cling to it, try to revive it, and resurrect
it again.

Cultural heritage is an important part of the popular, national, and
human memory. Those concerned in every country should take care
of'it, document it, and protect it from loss and oblivion, especially as
it is a spiritual or moral heritage.

Hence, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) came up with the idea of expanding the con-
cept of cultural heritage greatly due to the importance of this type of
heritage, after recommendations were presented to it in 1989 in or-
der to protect the traditional cultures of people at a time when world
heritage was moving towards cultural material aspects. The concept
of intangible cultural heritage, as defined by “UNESCO” clearly and
comprehensively, came as “practices, perceptions, forms of expres-
sion, knowledge and skills - and associated tools, pieces, artifacts
and cultural places - that communities and groups, and sometimes
individuals, consider it part of their cultural heritage.” Thus, States
always look to the continuity of the intangible cultural heritage in or-
der to live the spirit of the vibrant past in their identity at every time
and place, so they play an important role in preserving it, preserving
its continuity and creativity again, to revive this cultural heritage and
preserving this cultural diversity and human creativity.
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