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The Role of Sports Diplomacy in
Strengthening Relations among Neighbour-
ing People: a Case Study of the Arab Gulf

States
Inst. Marwan Mohamed Abboud
University / College of Law and Political Science
Abstract:

Sport is one of the important areas in strengthening
relations among neighbouring people in the Arab Gulf
region, and sports diplomacy affects international co-
operation and economic development in the region. In
addition to that, sporting events in the Arab Gulf region
contribute to giving a clear perception about the cultural
and linguistic nature of the region by presenting it in or-
ganizing sporting events. The Gulf countries have ben-
efited from sports in developing their mutual relations
and developing relations among their people. Accord-
ingly, the research us divided into three main axes, the
first deals with the role of sport in improving relations
among countries, while the second axis reviews the im-
pact of sports events in the Arab Gulf states on relations
among states. Whereas the third axis of this study fo-
cuses on the future of sports diplomacy in the Arab Gulf
and its role in economic development. . The conclusions
of the study indicate the importance of sports diploma-
cy in improving relations among neighbouring people
in the region, especially that the region has been sub-
jected to great regional pressures, so it needs sport as a
soft power that improves relations among them as well
as strengthening international cooperation and econom-
ic development, so that the Arab Gulf countries bene-
fit from sporting events to change the global imaginary
mentality around this region of the world, refocusing
on soft power in the foreign policy of these countries,
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with a focus on the economic and investment aspects of
sports activities.

KEYWORDS: Sports Diplomacy, Neighbouring
People, Sporting Events, International Cooperation, The
Arab Gulf.
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