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Abstract

The concept of love poetry in Arabic literature crystallized around
the admiration of the poet for the woman, expressing this admiration
through sweet and delicate words. Many studies and research have
focused on the establishment of the concept of love poetry in two forms:
sensual or materialistic love poetry, which focuses on depicting the
woman’s appearance and beauty, expressing these physical features with
explicit words that highlight the concept of feminine beauty, and the other
form, which is chaste or platonic love poetry, describing a transparent
relationship that reveals the depths of love based on chastity in
communication with women, adhering to principles of noble character
and proper conduct.

Since this study focuses on the pre-Islamic era, and considering
that the concept of chaste love poetry was not clearly defined in this
context according to previous studies—which suggest that this artistic
concept became more focused in the Umayyad period—this study will
explore this concept through the verses of poets from that time. It will
examine how the pre-Islamic man viewed women, how the discourse was
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framed, and whether this period could be considered the foundation for
the subsequent development of chaste love poetry in later periods.
Keywords: Chastity, Antarah ibn Shaddad, Chaste Love Poetry, His
Chaste Poetry
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