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Abstract

This treatise by Sheikh Abu al-Fawz Abd al-Mula al-Maghribi al-Dimyati
(may Allah have mercy on him) examines the issue of fulfilling one's
obligation for missed obligatory prayers. The study is structured into an
introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion.

The author explains that the primary method to absolve oneself of
missed prayers is through making them up during one's lifetime.
However, if death is feared, the individual must leave a will, allocating a
portion of their estate (up to one-third) for expiatory payments (fidya)
equivalent to that for missed fasting, if they pass away before completing
the prayers. This practice is established among the Hanafi scholars as an
act of discretion (istihsan) rather than strict analogy (qiyas), grounded in
the general mercy of Allah. If the allocated portion of the estate is
insufficient, the will may stipulate a cyclical process: giving the fidya
amount to a poor person, who then returns it as a gift, repeating this
process until all missed prayers are accounted for, after which the
remaining amount is left for the poor person. The will is considered an act
of charity. The treatise concludes with additional rulings, including the
distinction between non-overlapping expiations for oaths and the nuanced
rulings on overlapping expiations for Ramadan fasting.
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