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The oldest grammar reference that has come
down to us is by Abu Ahmad al-Yashkari (d.
370 AH), which was chosen by Abu Hayyan al-
Andalusi in his book (The Ticket): A reading and

verification

Prof. Dr. Walid Muhammad Al-Saraqibi
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Abstract

Since poetry is easier to memorize and sticks in memory
than the prose text, some linguists, grammarians, and other
scholars in many branches of knowledge deliberately organized
the origins of their sciences and their ramifications in rhymed
poems in order to facilitate the students in memorizing them
and recalling what supports their opinion in a timely manner.
Examples of this are Alfiya Ibn Malik and Alfiya Ibn Muti in
grammar, and Al-Jazariyyah in readings. Among these well-
articulated educational texts was the poem of Abi Ahmad,
Muhammad bin Mansour Al-Yashkari (d. YV AH), which is
the oldest systematised poem that reached us in grammar. The
number of its verses reached ¥4 .. verses, in which its rhyme
accommodated the issues of grammar and morphology. Abu
Hayyan Al-Andalusi (d. V¢o AH) had the virtue of finding it
and selecting verses from it, not all of them, so he preserved for
us some of a text whose origin has been lost and forgotten, and
he used it in his encyclopedic book (The Ticket), and it is one
of the books of Abu Hayyan, which included many opinions
and issues that are rare or whose origins no longer exist.
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