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Opposition in the Political Parties’ Thought in Turkey
During the Justice and Development Party Era
Ahmed Mohammed Ali Al-Awady
College of Political Science, University of Baghdad
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ABSTRACT:

The rise to power of the Justice and Development Party (AKP)
in Turkey was a major shock and threat to the secular forces in the
country, as the party carried Islamic-oriented policies. Despite the
reassurances the party attempted to convey during the early years of
its governance, the AKP succeeded in dismantling opposition forces
within state institutions, including the military, judiciary, and other
sectors. The party implemented constitutional amendments that
expanded its powers and undermined any opposition to its policies and
its Islamic-leaning orientation. In contrast, opposition to the party did
not only come from secular forces but also grew among the party’s
own supporters and allies. As a result, opposition in Turkey became
not limited to a single ideological stream but rather involved various
political currents.

KEYWORDS: Opposition, Political Parties, Turkey, Justice and
Development Party (AKP)
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