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Abstract

The Masalik al-Absar encyclopedia by Ibn Fadlallah al-Umari (749
AH) represents the late critical taste in the best way. In the 12th and 13th
volumes of his encyclopedia, al-Umari documented dozens of writers
from both the eastern and western Islamic regions, following a set of
intertwined criteria that he established or adhered to. These include the
artistic criterion, which encompasses quality, fame, and prolificacy; the
temporal criterion; and the regional criterion. Collectively, these criteria
indicate al-Umari's preference for later writers who employed a literary
style that excessively used rhetorical embellishments. Additionally, he
showed a particular inclination toward writers hailing from Damascus
specifically, or from the Levant (Bilad al-Sham) in general.

Al-Umari often deviated from the conditions he set for himself in
favor of his own taste and the prevailing literary preferences of his time.
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