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Intentionality as a Prerequisite for Interpreting
the Poetic Texts (Black and White) of the Poet
Abdel Moneim Al-Quraishi: a Semantic Study

Lect. Dr. Basem Abdul-Hussein Rahi Al-Hasnawi
Department of Arabic Language/ Open Educational
College/ Najaf Branch
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Abstract

Ambiguity in modern Arabic poetry is a general phenomenon
that is not restricted to the prose poetry in particular. It is
present in the metrical poetry and the free poetry as well,
but it is remarkably concentrated in the prose poetry, until a
definite rupture occurred between this type of poetry and the
audience. Accordingly, the main aim of this paper is to raise
this disputed issue, and address it by highlighting the most
important problems related to understanding the poetic text
in the modern era. This is the problem of interpretation in
order to show that the interpretation of the poetic text cannot
be chaotic and free to the extent that it is all contradictory
and conflicting interpretations are valid and acceptable. Rather,
there must be criteria to be invoked to favor one interpretation
over another, or to reject some interpretations that are not in
harmony with the general semantic space of the text. We know
with certainty that if the interpretive process of the poetic text
does not go in this direction, the inevitable result must be that
poetic creativity loses its justification for its existence from the
ground up. We have chosen the book of poetry entitled ((Black
and White) by the Iraqi poet Abdul Moneim Al-Quraishi, to be
the data of analysis for this study.
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