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Abstract:
The research focused on Qatrib’s linguistic views on a phe-

nomenon that was a source of controversy between the Bas—
ris and the Kufians, which is the phenomenon of substitution
between the letters of meanings. The Kufians permitted the
alternation between the letters, while the Basris claimed that
there should be no alternation unless it was subject to the con-
trols and analogy. Qatrib was one of the followers of the Basri
school of thought, which permitted a letter to have the mean-
ing of another letter, such as the substitution of the preposition
(min) for the letter (ala) and the substitution of the letter (illa)
for the letter (lakin). This phenomenon had a clear effect on
his linguistic interpretation of what was mentioned of these
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letters in the Holy Qur’an, relying on what was heard from the

d

speech of the Arabs, including poetry and prose. The truth is
that Qatrib did not contradict his school of thought in permit-
ting substitution between the letters, because it is a substitu—
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tion that was required by the context of the Qur’anic text.
Keywords (Qatrib>s views, linguistic interpretation, represen-
tation of letters)
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