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Abstract

Water negotiations are among the most difficult and complex international
negotiations between upstream and downstream countries, due to the importance
of water as it is the source of life on Earth, while water resources represent the real
power of many countries, and the source of their political and economic stability,
therefore; The issue of water has become a topical issue in the world, especially
among the riparian countries, such as in the countries of the Nile River Basin and
the countries of the Tigris and Euphrates river basins, as one fifth of the world’s
population suffers from a lack of water provision, and future wars are related to
controlling water sources.

The emergence of conflicts between many countries is a result of the failure to
resolve the outstanding water issues between them due to the upstream countries’
control of water quantities at the expense of the downstream countries, the
establishment of various projects, such as new dams or rivers, or the diversion of
their flow to other areas without referring to them, and the failure to adhere to
international norms and treaties that Regulates the rights of riparian states.

For decades, Irag has been facing major challenges in the quantities of water
crossing its borders as a result of the control of the two neighbors, Turkey and Iran,
over the sources of the rivers before they enter Iragi territory, and the large projects
undertaken by them of various kinds on those sources, and their significant impact
on the overall life in Irag, and the laxity or neglect of those two countries. From
activating the old agreements and protocols signed between them or refraining from
signing new agreements that determine the proportions of water quantities entering
Irag.

Iraq has entered into multiple negotiations with those two countries over the
past decades, but they have not resulted in any signed agreement except for some
facilities and the signing of minutes of meetings and memorandums of
understanding that it presents when water becomes scarce for diplomatic courtesy
and before official delegations visit, for fear of harming its economic interests in
Iraqg.
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