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Indicators of competitiveness of Arab economies and business
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Abstract

A researcher tries to shed light on the most prominent economic indicator
for the Arab region issued by the Arab Monetary Fund since 2016 in the
form of annual reports that reflect the competitiveness of Arab economies
and compare them to know the developments in their economies.
Competitiveness at the macroeconomic level (the state's point of view)
differs from competitiveness at the micro level (the point of view of
companies and business establishments), as the country's competitiveness
includes achieving high and continuous growth rates, developing
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infrastructure, providing job opportunities, maintaining price stability,
alleviating poverty, achieving welfare and economic prosperity, as well as
providing the appropriate climate and environment to attract investments,
while the competitiveness of the business sector (establishments) is
represented in the pursuit of achieving the highest possible return at the
lowest costs and continuity in the markets. And compete with companies
that produce alternative goods with high efficiency and seek to access
markets and how to access distribution channels. The General
Competitiveness Index of Arab Economies consists of two main indicators:
the macroeconomic index and includes four axes that include 18
quantitative indicators related to the real sector, while the investment
attractiveness environment index includes 11 quantitative indicators.
Macroeconomic index reflects the government's ability to achieve
economic stability, while the investment attractiveness environment index
reflects the various policies that are adopted to attract and increase the
volume of forms, as Iraq came outside the classification of the United
Nations e-Government Development Index for the year 2024, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain topped the list of Arab countries in the index,
while Denmark, Estonia and Singapore came at the top of the global
ranking, which includes 193 member states of the United Nations. The
Global Index measures the scope and quality of online services, the state
of telecommunications infrastructure and human capabilities. The index
indicated that the eighteen leading countries in digital development are
high-income countries, and Iraq is located in the last quarter of the business
readiness index, as Iraq's score is only 49.39 points, while in the public
services index, it achieved 21.45 points, and this rank is one of the lowest
ranks within this index, while Iraq fell within the operational efficiency
index in the fourth group out of 50 economies, as its score within this index
is about 46.79 points, which is a degree Weak compared to other emerging
economies.
Keywords: competitiveness of economies, business readiness, Irag.
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