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Challenges of Education between the Problems of Citizenship and
Identity

Prof. Dr. Bushra Mahmoud Saleh
Al-Mustansiriyah Center for Studies / Al-Mustansiriyah University
Abstract

Education is considered one of the most prominent indicators of
progress and prosperity in all countries of the world and it is the only way
to maintain the provision of human cadres to achieve the progress of any
people and achieve their ambitions and future aspirations. Therefore, we
can classify education as, in addition to being one of the basic pillars for
achieving the ambitions of the people, there is a strong link between
education and indicators of progress in general. Education is also one of
the foundations and pillars for preserving national identity by enhancing
awareness and deepening the national sense among new generations by
emphasizing national identity and deepening citizenship among the sons of
one people, and ensuring the development of the national spirit among
generations by enhancing awareness and insight into the components of the
civilizational identity of countries and peoples, and thus reaching the
construction and development of the country and achieving sustainable
development in order to preserve the national identity and adhere to it with
all its manifestations and components.

Since the world has recently witnessed major and rapid changes, whether
on the political, economic or social level, reaching the religious,
intellectual and cultural level, including Arab and Islamic societies, these
countries have become concerned that these changes will lead to
marginalization and obliteration of identity and targeting its values,
principles, customs and traditions, and thus the absence of the true national
voice from the scene. Here, the role of the educational curriculum emerges
through its effectiveness in instilling the concept of citizenship in the
student to achieve educational goals. The individual's sense of citizenship
has a major role in consolidating his loyalty to the homeland, such that it
goes beyond his sense of privacy and individuality, as the principle of
citizenship was associated with the movement of human history's struggle
for justice and equality. This was before the term citizenship and similar
terms of political, intellectual and educational literature were established
and the struggle escalated in Mesopotamia since ancient times, which
contributed to these civilizations in laying the foundations for the nation
and equality. Citizenship is one of the fateful issues that express the
standards of belonging and the level of participation by individuals in
protecting the homeland. It also expresses the individual's awareness of
rights and duties, accepting others and preserving money. The year and
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keenness on the national interest, as it reflects the extent of the citizen's
awareness of his role in confronting the challenges facing society, and the
importance of this research lies in that knowing the concept of citizenship
and instilling it in the souls of students, especially from the early stages
and understanding its dimensions and basics is what develops love of the
homeland and loyalty to it and defending it and commitment to its laws and
duties. The researcher aims to identify the role of national education in
acquiring the concept of citizenship among members of society and the
extent of its application by instilling the concept of citizenship and
acquiring the concept of citizenship through practicing democracy and the
citizen's sense of justice and equality.
Keywords: citizenship, identity, education.
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