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The problem of authenticity and modernity in modern and
contemporary Arab thought
Lecturer Dr. Laith Ahmed Ali
Al-Mustansiriyah University Irag/ Al-Mustansiriyah Center
for Arabic and International Studies
Abstract:

Historically, Arabs have excelled in various sciences, knowledge and
literature, relying on the values of the Islamic religion and meeting with
the cultural production of other civilizations. However, they suffered from
a period of weakness and backwardness represented by the reduction of the
movement of ijtihad and renewal since the third century AH and the fall of
the Abbasid Caliphate in 1258 AD, while the signs of progress began in
Europe through the adoption of modernity, of which the French
philosopher Descartes was the first theorist, so materialistic philosophy and
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the experimental method developed, at the same time that the Arab world
became subject to the Ottoman state, which was weakened and the
European influence through trade and colonial invasion began to constitute
an effective element that disrupted its conditions, especially the French
invasion of Egypt in 1798, whose governor Muhammad Ali Pasha (1805-
1848 AD) embarked on a broad modernization process in the Western
style. Thus, modern and contemporary Arab thought has faced since the
nineteenth century the problem of authenticity, which is its rich heritage
with all its religious, cultural and economic dimensions, and imported
Western modernity and the requirements of renewal. This problem has
occupied Islamic thought in particular, which has been divided into three
currents: the first is religious reform and renewal, which sought to find a
pattern of harmony between heritage and modernity, and between
adherence to its principles and the process of ijtihad and renewal, and was
represented by Sheikh Rifa’a Rafi’ al-Tahtawi, Muhammad Abduh, Jamal
al-Din al-Afghani, Sayyid Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr, and the Muslim
Brotherhood current represented by Imam Hassan al-Banna, Sayyid Quitb,
and Sheikh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, and finally the Salafi current, which
adhered to authenticity at the expense of modernity.

Keywords: authenticity, modernity, Arab thought, Sheikh Mustafa Abdul
Razzaq, Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr.
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