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The impact of the Ukrainian war on Sino-Indian

relations

Abstract

The conflict in Ukraine has reverberated around the world, affecting geopolitical
dynamics in unexpected ways. Among the affected countries, India and China, the
two major Asian powers, find themselves navigating a complex web of diplomatic
challenges and strategic recalibrations. This article explores the multifaceted
impact of the Ukraine crisis on the India-China relationship, delving into the
political, economic and strategic dimensions. The Ukraine crisis has put India and
China in a delicate diplomatic balance. Both countries have followed non-alignment
and refrained from openly taking sides in international conflicts. However,
escalating tensions between Russia and Western powers over Ukraine have strained
this neutrality. India, traditionally close to Russia, is facing pressure from its
Western allies to denounce Russian actions. At the same time, China, with its
strategic partnership with Russia, cautiously supported Moscow's position.

This difference in positions on the Ukrainian issue has led to a degree of friction in
India-China relations. India's alliance with Western democracies on certain aspects
of the Ukrainian crisis has raised eyebrows in Beijing, leading to concerns about
India's intentions and its long-term partnership with Russia. Conversely, China’s
unwavering support for Russia has raised questions in New Delhi about Beijing's

commitment to regional stability and its willingness to respect India's strategic
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autonomy. The Ukrainian crisis also affected economic relations between India and
China. Both countries are major consumers of energy resources, and the conflict
has disrupted global energy markets, leading to fluctuations in oil and gas prices.
India, which relies heavily on energy imports, faces the challenge of mitigating the
economic fallout from rising energy costs. As a major energy producer and
consumer, China has sought to leverage its economic clout to secure stable energy

supplies amid the turmoil.

Moreover, the turmoil caused by the conflict has prompted India and China to
reevaluate their trade and investment strategies. With supply chain disruptions and
uncertainties in global markets, both countries are exploring ways to diversify their
economic partnerships and reduce reliance on vulnerable trade routes. This quest
for economic flexibility may lead to renewed efforts for bilateral cooperation
between India and China, especially in sectors such as infrastructure development
and technology transfer. From a strategic perspective, the Ukrainian crisis has
consequences for the security calculations of India and China. The conflict has
highlighted the fragility of the international system and the risks of escalating
tensions between major powers. In this context, both India and China are concerned
about being drawn into a broader geopolitical confrontation that would undermine
their security interests. For India, the Ukrainian crisis highlights the importance of
maintaining a balance between its relations with Russia and the West. New Delhi
seeks to maintain its strategic independence while protecting its national interests
in a volatile global environment. Likewise, China is keen to avoid isolation
diplomatically and seeks to protect its expanding interests in regions such as Central
Asia and the Middle East. The Ukraine crisis has injected new complexities into the
relationship between India and China, testing their diplomatic acumen and
strategic foresight. While the conflict has strained certain aspects of their bilateral
relations, it has also created opportunities for dialogue and cooperation. As India
and China navigate the fallout from the Ukrainian crisis, they must tread carefully,
keeping in mind the need to support stability, promote economic prosperity, and

protect their national interests in an increasingly uncertain global order.

Keywords: Ukrainian war, Chinese-Indian relations
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