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Semantic Evolution of the Lexemes of the Noble Quran

Ibtisam Abd al-Amir Jabbar

University of the People, College of Administrative and
Financial Sciences

Abstract:

A foundational axiom in semantic theory (Semantics) posits
that lexical meanings inevitably undergo diachronic
transformation or semantic evolution. This phenomenon is
empirically observable across all spoken languages globally, and
Arabic is no exception to the universality of semantic change.
Scholars specializing in Arabic linguistics, particularly lexical
semantics, have sought to outline the delineations of this
evolution, explain its etiological foundations, and codify the
principles governing its mechanisms.

Such scholarly investigation necessitates intensive, large-scale
efforts to accurately trace the route of Arabic lexemes across
successive historical periods, documenting semantic shifts,
whether through expansion, narrowing, elevation, pejoration, or
other recognized modalities of diachronic change.

The study adopts a dual analytical framework: first,
interviewing theoretical constructions of semantic change, and
second, critically analyzing linguistic varieties manifesting
diachronic shifts. This work synthesizes comprehensive
perspectives, although constrained by the limits of my hamble
scholarly capacity.
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