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Spacetime in the novel The Hedgehogs on a Hot Day
Yaser Ghazi mosa Al Yassery
Imam Jaafar Al-Sadig University
Abstract
Time and place constitute two important dimensions in literature, as they are two
existential systems in which the human experience is integrated and through
which, in the artistic work, they overlap in fundamental relationships, the artistic
influence of which is difficult to separate. These relationships were defined in the
novel “Hedgehogs on a Hot Day” by the writer Falah Rahim, in foundational
symbols that were repeated many times, and in their random movement they took
on a pattern that overlapped between the two dimensions in bilateral oppositions.
Past/present, city/nature, circular/horizontal timeline, and closed/open. Or in single
forms. This research attempted to reveal the implications of these formations and
their connection to Rahim’s positions and artistic visions. There is no doubt that
the nature of Rahim’s life between multiple places had an impact in molding his
positions into specific directions that are often consistent with his sense of
searching for identity. These patterns were strikingly reflected in his novel
characters, who are often active and influential characters on the course of the
novel.From the above, we find that time and place form a remarkable presence in
Falah Rahim’s literature, reflecting the interconnectedness of the self’s relationship
with its various times and places in its journey of completion and the maturity of
its cognitive experiences accumulated through multiple life experiences. It is as if a
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person has a well that is his first roots, or his springs that overflow when moved by
a mysterious mechanism, which is the product of the interaction of memory with
active imagination. This well does not only store one's personal experiences; But it
Is also the legacy of humanity with symbolic representations, indicative of
primitive human experiences, which are part of the collective (unconscious) that is
passed down through generations by inheritance and not by tradition.

Keywords: time, place, characters, Chronotope.
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