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Significance of the Study

The importance of this research lies in its focus on the major er-
rors committed by translators of the Qur’an. These errors have neg-
atively impacted the quality of the translations and« consequently«
contributed to the misrepresentation of Islam by presenting an in-
accurate reflection of the Qur’anic text.

Research Problem and key Questions:

e What are the characteristics of Western translations of the
Qur’an?

e What are the most prominent methodological inconsistencies
in these translations?

e Have Western Orientalists been able to approach the Qur’anic
text with objectivity?

Research Methodology:

This study adopts a critical analytical approach to examine the
key features of Western translations of the Qur’an and the errors
that have affected their accuracy and reliability.

Research Structure:

e Chapter One: Methodologies of Western Qur’anic Translations.

e Chapter Two: Characteristics of Western Qur’anic Translations.

keywords: Qur’an translation¢< Orientalismc« literal translations¢

Western translation.
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Abstract:

In the name of Allah« the Most Gracious< the Most Merciful.
Peace and blessings be upon the noblest of creation and messen-
gers¢ and upon his pure and righteous family.

The Western interest in translating the Qur’an dates back to the
early emergence of Orientalist studies. The first Western translation
of the Qur’an was produced at the Monastery of Cluny in 1143 CE.
The primary objective of this and subsequent translations was to
distort and misrepresent the meanings of the Qur’an« thereby con-
structing a misleading image of Islam. Over time« numerous West-
ern translations of the Qur'an emerged in different languages. How-
ever« many of these translations contained significant conceptual¢
methodologicalc and technical errorsc which led them to deviate
from true translation and instead become interpretative readings
influenced by the personal biases« ideological inclinations< and pre-
conceptions of Western Orientalists.

Objective:

This study aims to examine the characteristics of Western trans-
lations of the Qur’an< many of which are marked by methodological
and technical errors that result in distorted interpretations of the

original Qur’anic text.
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