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Abstract:

Through this research, it is possible to point out the concept of the digital divide and how to

measure it through one of the most important methods adopted to measure it, which is the
knowledge index, as well as access to knowledge, and determine the size achieved by the various
economies of European countries in the field of knowledge economy, and the degree of its impact
on each of the independent variables (education (pre-university, technical education and
vocational training, research, development and innovation, information and communications
technology, economic performance, and enabling environment), and from here it can be said that
the digital divide is a problem and international institutions must find solutions to it, through
several measures, and among these measures is the knowledge index.
The research problem and gquestions come about: What is the concept of the digital divide? Is there
a digital gap between European countries? How do independent variables affect the digital divide?
The research hypothesis is based on the fact that the knowledge index is one of the most important
indicators for measuring the digital divide, and that each of these independent variables are
variables that positively and statistically significantly affect the digital divide, and that the digital
divide is a multi-dimensional phenomenon in its economic aspect that creates differences between
countries, which leads to Creating a number of problems at various levels. The research also
concluded, by measuring the impact of these independent variables on the digital divide in a group
of selected European countries, that the impact of each of these independent variables will be
positive and statistically significant on the digital divide.

Keywords: The Digital Divide,Education, Research and Development, Information and
communication technology, Economic Performance, Enabling environment.
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Dependent Variable: Y

Method: Panel Least Squares

Date: 05/1/22 Time: 00:02
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Periods included: 5

Cross-sections included: 10
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