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Abstract

The books of Arab heritage are rich with accounts of cities and urban centers established and

inhabited by Arabs. Historical sources delve deeply into the details of their layouts and the lives of
the people within them. In addition, linguistic, literary, and philosophical works elaborate on the

meanings and implications of the names of these cities.

What stands out is the creativity and authenticity behind the planning and development of the
city of Basra, a process shaped by the wisdom and expertise of knowledgeable caliphs and
governors. Its construction followed a clear, enlightened methodology that reflected the kind of life

people would live and enjoy, benefitting from its many advantages and beauties.

This study reveals fundamental urban planning principles within the city's layout, highlighting
the features of its neighborhoods, homes, alleyways, streets, markets, the central mosque, and the
governor’s residence. The choice of building materials was aligned with the prevailing climate
conditions of that time. Urban development was not random but rather followed the strategic vision
set by Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him), who guided the construction in
a way that matched the needs of the people, especially considering the hot climate of the Arabian
Peninsula during that period. Hence, selecting the appropriate location was a crucial first step,

followed by thoughtful construction and development .
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