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Abstract

Community trust is considered one of the most important factors influencing the building of
sustainable peaceful societies. It forms the basis on which relationships between individuals

and communities are based, and directly affects the ability of society to deal with challenges and
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conflicts. This study attempts to clarify the concept of community trust and its importance in the
peacebuilding process in Iraq, focusing on the factors that affect it and the obstacles it faces, in
addition to presenting some proposals to enhance it. Given the multiplicity of concepts in conflict
resolution and peacebuilding schools, the study will analyze these concepts and clarify their
importance in the Iraqi context. Community trust refers to the feeling of security and reassurance
that individuals feel towards each other and towards institutions in society. It is embodied in the
belief that others are working for the public good and that they can be trusted. Community trust
also includes trust in government institutions, non-governmental organizations, and opinion
leaders. The study also seeks, in addition to understanding community trust, to identify the factors
that hinder its construction and propose practical strategies to enhance it, which requires intensive
efforts at several levels, including comprehensive national dialogue, enhancing balanced economic
and social development, and political and security reforms. It also requires the participation of all
segments of society in the peacebuilding process, including women, youth, and civil society. Despite
the challenges facing Iraq, there are real opportunities to achieve tangible progress in this area by
.adopting a set of practical measures and hard work by all concerned parties

Keywords: Community trust, peace building, confidence building, Iraq ¢
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