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summary

Medical waste is what results from various medical activities in or

outside hospitals, and includes all types of human tissue, blood, and body
fluids that must be disposed of, sharp instruments such as syringes and
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others, waste of medicines and pharmaceutical products, and all materials,
clothing, and devices that are suspected of containing disease causes. And
contagious.

Hazardous medical waste is defined as “any material that cannot be
disposed of in public waste disposal sites or sewage networks, due to its
hazardous properties and harmful effects on the environment and the safety
of living organisms, and requires special means to deal with and dispose of
it.” There is no doubt that the environmental risks of mismanagement of
waste in health institutions are very large and negatively affect citizens.

Studies confirm that infectious waste transmits some germs and
diseases, as waste containing expired medicines, cancer drugs, radioactive
materials, etc., causes pneumonia and other chronic diseases such as
cancer. Although the primary source of this waste is hospitals, medical
centres, pharmaceutical companies, laboratories and clinics, in addition to
medicines used at home, which are no less dangerous than hospital waste,
are disposed of in an ill-advised and unsafe manner.

During the Corona pandemic, workers collecting and disposing of
medical waste faced a major challenge due to the risk of exposure to waste
belonging to Corona patients. The Ministry of Environment burned about
2,000 tons of hazardous medical waste resulting from quarantine places,
hospitals, and hotels for those infected with the Corona virus at the
beginning of the crisis.

Keywords: medical waste, control, health institutions
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