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Views on Constitutional Legitimacy and Elections:The Role of
Media in Consolidating Iraqi Citizenship.

Abstract

Conventional wisdom determines that by its very nature the drafting of a
constitution in general is characterized by elegance and eloquence in the
choice of phrases and words. A constitution should be characterized by clarity
and flexibility, in that the Iragi constitution must be compatible with the
nature of its people politically, culturally, socially and religiously. The
legitimacy of a constitution rests on popular support manifested in a national
referendum or through constituents' representatives i.e. members of the Iraqi
Council of Representatives. Thus, it is essential that all articles and items of
this constitution are explicit and crystal clear, void of any ambiguity, dual or
multi-dimensional interpretations. The people of Irag deserve better, the
whole nation has suffered from the various interpretations given to certain
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articles of the current constitution, with disputes swinging back and forth in
the Iraqi Federal Supreme Court, swaying either way, by influential political
actors on the Iragi stage since 2005.

The text of a constitution must also be based on identity and a sense of
belonging and citizenship in line with a natural association with one’s own
state. In this respect, it is worth noting that some articles of the Iraqi
constitution are brief and poorly expressed, and despite the meaning of
citizenship within its articles and items, the word (citizenship) appears in it
only once, except in one article, which is about Iragi nationality, not
citizenship, the latter being more significant in its broader meaning of equality
between all citizens.

Electoral participation by the people to elect their representatives and their
participation in elections and constitutional referendum is crucial. It is
essential that the majority of eligible voters participate in free, fair and
transparent elections, which are reported and observed by an honest,
competent, objective and professional media.

Clearly the objective of this forum is to determine the role of the state and
society i.e. “citizenship and its values” in the fields of law and Shari’a, which
IS my sole incentive. May God have mercy on everyone who contributed to
solving Iraq’s problems and providing solutions, even if it is a single positive
word, because participation in this field constitutes “jihad through a good
word”.



