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Abstract:-

The research aims to reveal the patterns of geographical distribution of rural
settlements in the countryside of Al-Hussainiya district and the western table of the
holy Karbala Governorate for the year 2022, as well as to know the factors that affect
this distribution to reach the results that may help those concerned to redistribute the
settlements to achieve rural development by providing services to all rural settlements.
The research came in three sections. The first section dealt with the theoretical
framework and general concepts, while the second section was concerned with the
natural factors affecting the spatial distribution of rural settlements, while the third
section dealt with the patterns of geographical distribution of rural settlements. The
research reached a set of results, the most important of which is that the natural factors
in the study area represented by the surface, soil, climate and water resources have a
direct impact on the diversity of rural settlement patterns. The research discovered that
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the total number of rural settlements in the study area amounted to (156) rural
settlements. It was found that most of the rural settlements took the linear pattern in
line with transportation routes and water resources, as the number of linear rural
settlements in the study area amounted to (70) rural settlements, while the rural
settlements that took the scattered pattern numbered (61) settlements, while the rural
settlements with the clustered pattern numbered (25) settlements. The study
recommended the necessity of spatial redistribution of rural settlements throughout the
study area according to planning standards to get rid of spatial accumulation in some
settlements and the deficit they suffer from in services, as well as working to establish
modern model villages that are chosen according to the population size, especially the
distant and small ones, to provide services and to get rid of the problem of dispersion

of these settlements.
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