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Mechanisms for interpreting lexical meaning in the dictionary

of Al-Abab By Al-Saghani (d. 650 AH)
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Abstract:

Lexical explanation methods are considered one of the most important tools
that lexicographers rely on in explaining lexical entries within Arabic dictionaries,
and these methods vary into two main sections: The basic methods that are
considered the cornerstone of the lexical explanation process, and the auxiliary
methods that are included to add more detail and clarification, but are not originally
necessary, and this study aims to shed light on the most prominent basic methods
used in explaining vocabulary within ancient Arabic dictionaries, with a focus on the
book “Al-Abab Al-Zakher and Al-Libab Al-Fakhir” by Imam Al-Sughani as a case

study.

The study relied on analyzing the lexicon using multiple approaches, including
the descriptive and analytical approach, in addition to induction, in order to explore
the mechanisms of lexical interpretation used in this heritage work. It is expected that
the results of the study will result in identifying a set of strategies and techniques
used by Al-Sughani to explain linguistic entries in general, and it is expected that the
study will reveal the most prominent methods that Imam Al-Sughani relied on in
particular to explain the content of his lexicon, allowing a deeper understanding of

the mechanisms of textual interpretation in the Arab heritage.
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