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Abstract:
This research reviews the Orientalist reading of the role of the
Islamic nation in political thought, with a focus on its role in
choosing theimam and the caliph and the extent of the influence
of social factors on this political role. It also shows how the
Orientalists approached the Islamic nation through cultural
and political lenses that were often distorted as they lacked
objectivity. The research focuses On the influence of Western
policies in shaping Western perceptions of the Islamic nation,
as it was depicted as a disintegrated group unable to establish
a modern political system. On the other hand, the research
highlights how Islamic political thought shows the strength of
the social and political unity of the nation, including The role
of Sharia in directing its affairs. It also discusses the social and
cultural influences that contributed to shaping Orientalists’
perceptions of the nation and proposes solutions to correct
these perceptions that reduce the ability of the Islamic nation
to adapt to contemporary challenges without diminishing its
.ancient political and intellectual heritage
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