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Baghdad-Karbala Road and its impact

on religious tourism

Mohammed Hassan Mohammed
Baghdad Education Directorate, Rusafa

Tourism is one of the important sectors that some countries
depend on for their economy, and for the tourism industry to
be successful, its components must be available, such as tourist
attractions, places to sleep and rest, infrastructure services, and

transportation, which are among the basic pillars of this industry.

Due to the importance of transportation in tourism, especially
religious tourism, which characterizes Iraq for many reasons, the
research studied this aspect, and the Baghdad-Karbala road was

chosen as an area for study.

The research consists of three sections. The first is the
theoretical framework of concepts and terminology, as well as
the research hypothesis and its temporal and spatial boundaries.
The second section studies the geographical characteristics of the
study area, such as the arrival routes of visitors, the development
of the Baghdad-Karbala road, and the seasons of visitors’ arrival.
The third section is about the numbers of tourists and the services
provided to them, and identifying the road crossing areas that turn
into intersections for the duration of the Arba’een visit. The most
important conclusions: There is no regular and appropriate parking

for public transport vehicles, and the time factor is very important
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in transporting passengers. The most important recommendations
are the need to create a suitable parking lot that can accommodate
the large number of vehicles and visitors on the Arba’in visit,

linked to a developed road network.

tourism¢ Transport« The Road ¢ Visitor<Arbaeen visit)
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